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T uosr beg leave to preface the observations Iam about to make, by acknow- | 
ledging, with sentiments of profound respect and thanks, the information respecting 
building in Pis¢, which Thad the honour of receiving from his Grace the Duke of | 
Bedford:—the stimulating remarks of the Earl of Pembroke :—and the kind and 
continued countenance of the Earl of Chichester, on whose manorial property, at 
Lindfield in Sussex, the first school, upon the plan I recommend, has been erected, 
al the sole expense of that generous philanthropist, William Allen, to whose kind 
and undeviating friendship, and amiable persevering co-operation, Lam indebted 
for having been able to bring into practice, under public inspection, one of my fa- 
vourite theories, viz.—That the useful education of the children of labourers may 
be rendered independent of contributions and subscriptions ; and by which, I 
trust, he has conferred a favour upon the world, as well as that sincerely 


acknowledged by 


His affectionate Friend, 


JOHN HALL. 


145, Strand, 
July 1, 1825. 


Ps ig i es FS e ; 
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TRUTH. 


So many “ sayInGs” have been put forth upon the subject of cottages for the 
labouring clas 





's, that it becomes a matter of serious import to compress into as 
short a compass as possible all that is requisite to eflect some “ poines,” without 
tiring the reader’s patience. 

The object is an increase of comfort and happiness to the labouring classes :— 
an encouragement towards the attainment of a true independence, which, while it 
makes them superior to idleness, intemperance, and parochial relief, will tend to 
lessen their vices, and create a pleasurable observance of all the duties of society. 


In short, an inducement to preserve health by the exercise of cleanliness, delicacy, 





and industrious morality: the true Mens sana, in corpore sano! 


For Hearru.—The cottages must have well proportioned rooms, with lofty 
ceilings; nine feet high for living in, and eight feet high for the sleeping rooms. 
For Creanniness. 





They must possess closets, and conveniences for putting 
away tools, &c. wood, coals, and so forth: a kitchen to do the dirty work, washing, 
&e. in; and a good-sized living room, where the family may assemble in decency and 
comfort. The kitehen to be furnished with a copper fixed, and the living room to 
have a range with a boiler for constantly hot water, and an oven. 

For Deticacy.—There must be three sleeping rooms, to enable the parents, the 
boys, and the girls to sleep separate; an arrangement very little known at present. 

For Inpusrrious Moratiry.—A garden and a little land must be added, on 
which the spare time of the family may be beneficially employed; thus tending to 
make them aware of their usefulness to each other, and inclining them to raise their 
thoughts in thankfulness to their Creator for the bounties they enjoy. 


Cottages upon this system may be erected for £260 each pair, as may be seen 
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by reference to Plan No. 2: and it is best to build them in pairs, not only as respects 
economy, but for the purpose of vicinity, supplying neighbours to minister to each 
other in times of sickness, &c. &e. 

To these cottages two and a half acres of land should be apportioned, or one 
acre and a quarter to each, the cultivation of which would no more than agreeably 
occupy the leisure time of the cottager and his family, while the produce, prudently 
managed, would feed them, and supply fruit, poultry, and honey, in all places, in aid 
of the rent, and in some situations in greater amount than the sum they would have 
to pay. 

The division of the land should be as follows :—One quarter of an acre of gar- 
den plentifully stocked with dwarf apple, gooseberry, and currant trees: half an acre 
of wheat, and half an acre of potatoes. 

The produce of these. plots might be reckoned. at from 14 to 20. bushels of 
wheat; from 150 to 250, or even more, bushels of potatoes; all the vegetables neces- 
sary for the family; and fruit for sale. 

The refuse potatoes would feed a pig or two for the family’s use, particularly if 
three or four be fed together, and one or two sold, when fat, to pay the extra ex- 
penses of feeding the whole. 

The landlord’s account would then stand thus: 


Interest on £130.—Cost of cottage at 74 per cent 






One acre and a quarter of land, at 40s. per acre. 


Which would be met by the tenant as under: 


£5 00 
716 0 


Fruit, poultry, and honey... 





And three shillings per week 








£1216 0 


Thus, for three shillings per week, would the cottager obtain a comfortable 
dwelling, and the subsistence for his family; and, supposing them to earn twelve 
shillings per week, they would have nine shillings to expend in clothing, and com- 
forts which the agricultural labourers generally do not at present possess; or, where 
the families were fewer in number, part of the overplus might be saved, to enable the 


possessor to become a small-farmer, and thus rise a step in the scale of society. 
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A labourer, with a wife and four children, expends on an average about eight 


or nine shillings per week for flour, oatmeal, potatoes, and a small portion of meat; 





and has, besides, from fifty shillings to five pounds per annum to pay for the rent of a 
cottage, of such very moderate dimensions, that frequently the parents and children 


of both sexes, and of all ages, in sickness and in health, are huddled together in one 





sleeping-room. 





How de! 


ightfully may these difficulties be remedied! and health and happiness, 





the result of order, cleanliness, delicacy, and indus\ 





pus morality, be insured, by a 





considerate Landowner, who would receive in return seven and a half per cent. on his 





and bene! 





capital, so humanel. jally expended! 


Where timber and straw are to be obtained upon an estate, as they are in many 





parts of England, cottages and 





all farm houses may be erected at a very reduced 
expense; and in Ireland, where, in addition, labour is so cheap, the cost would be | 
trifling. 


In the plans here exhibited, the cottages, &e. are calculated to be slated, and to | 





“es, combining strength and durability, with prospect of re- 


have lead hips and ridg 





quiring but little repair during an hundred years. 





They are proposed to be built in Pisé, which the author is ha; to say, in no- 
y prope PPY Y> 


tice of a remark made to him by the Earl of Pembroke, “If, indeed, you do bring the 





building in Pisé to perfection, in this damp and variable climate, you will merit the 
thanks of society in general;” that he has been successful, and feels satisfied, that as 
well as being warmer in winter, and cooler in summer, such buildings will prove as 
durable, if not even more so, than either brick or stone. 


The ground floors are intended to be of a kind of artificial stone, composed on 





the spot, of cinders, lime, and sand. ‘The outsides of the houses are intended to be 
stuccoed, and the insides whitewashed. 
The author will undertake to see cottages, small farms, and schools, upon any 


of the plans here specified, completed at the cost stated with them; provided, that 











from six to ten pairs of the former are erected in one neighbourhood. | 
Wherever the plans for labourers’ cottages are adopted, the establishment of 


small farms will speedily follow; for as the best conducted labourers will be selected 





as proper tenants for the cottages, so, in a short time, will the superior cottager be 
chosen for the tenant of a small farm. 

It is not intended to recommend « the cutting up” as it has been termed, of large 
farms to turn them into small ones! but to create gradations, from the labourer’s cot- 


c 
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| 
| 
| tage to the flourishing establishment of the largest farmer; to stimulate all engaged 
| in agricultural pursuits, to exert their energies for the purpose of exhibiting the 
greatest quantity of produce upon a given surface of land: And thus, while the cul- 
1 | tivators are induced to better their own condition, to place the land they cultivate 
upona par of improvement with every other species of property. Then, will the same 
| opportunity of success in life be afforded to the labourer in agriculture, as is now 
| possessed by the mechanic, tradesman, and professional man; and land, the source of 
| all wealth, be placed in the situation to. which it is pre-eminently entitled, while its 
increase in produce and value will be sure to keep pace with the progress of popula- 
tion, and the developement of intellect. 
Or Scroots.—The plan for rendering them independent of contributions and 


subscriptions is the same as that recommended by the author to parishes, in a 





pamphlet published by Hatchard and Son, Piceadilly, and by J. and A. Arch, Corn- 
hill, entitled, “Ten Minutes’ Consideration for the Executive Government, &c. &c.” 
as a means of abolishing the necessity for poor’s rates, and which is now to be seen 
commencing in practice in the schools at Lindfield, in Sussex, the property of his 
highly valued friend, William Allen, and under the conduct of a young man and his 


wife, of the name of Greene. 


The sketch, No. 15, is intended to represent an establishment complete in all its 





parts; and was drawn out as fit for the vicinity of Lewes. It will be well to explain 


| the principles upon which its success depends. Suppose an establishment, upon the 





plan given, for boys, girls, and infants. The schools ;—residences for two masters 





workshops; a walled garden of one acre, filled 





with the choicest fruit trees; a farm, of eight acres, under spade cultivation, cropped; 


play-grounds, walled in; farm-yards; cow-houses; privies; pi 





ries; and dung- 
} pits for saving the manure. ‘The whole, upon ten acres of land, to cost £5000. 
Accommodation would then be afforded for three hundred infants, and six hundred 
older children. 

As the infants cannot earn any thing, two-pence each per week. must be paid for 
the care of them; a sum well expended by the parents, when it is considered that 


1 by sending out a child of from two to s 





x years of age, the mother or elder sister, 
kept at home to look after it, is thereby enabled to employ her time for the benefit 
of the family. 

To make the elder children more efficient members of society than the children 


of labourers can become by mere intellectual instruction, only half their time must be 
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ven to reading, 





writing, and arithmetic, and the other half mu 





st he employed on 


a 





the land attached to the establishment, in the workshops, and in the houses of the 


teachers, in learning shoemaking, tailoring, platting of straw. 





carding and spinning 








of wool and fla 





x, needle-work, knitting, netting, household and dairy-work, milking 
of cows, and all those useful employments which will enable them, when they leave 
school, to become valuable servants, and to procure an honest livelihood by their own 
exertions. 

By this arrangement it is not too much to calculate, that, besides producing 
from the garden and farm a sufficiency for the support and profit of the teachers, 
one halfpemny per day each, may be averaged by the earnings of the children! Thus 


) infants at 2d. 







500 children at 3d. 


Deduct one-quarter for absenc 


15007. per week 





Or £ 


cent. inte} 





25 per annum: a sum equal to pay £5 per acre rent for the land, and 5 per 





st for the £5000 expended; leaving £25 for repairs and other matters. 








In some situations smaller establishments may be more suitable, and land also 
may be obtained for less money than in the vicinity of a populous town. Such matters 
would of course be regulated by circumstances, on which, till each particular case 


became personally known to him, no man could give an opinion. But the author has 





no hesitation in ing, that, the teachers efficient, the plan is sure! for its basis is 





truth! 





Classical education in populous neighbourhoods might be obtained upon a simi- 
lar plan, observing the systems of Hamilton and mutual instruction, at an expense of 


one shilling per week each pupil, the children being employed part of their tim 





cla 





ses, in conducting the horticultural and agricult 





| parts of the establishment, 


and in the amusing studies of mechanics, chem 





y, and natural philosophy, &e. &e. 


In conclusion, the author will be happy to correspond, or communicate personal 











with any of the nobility or gentry who may be desirous of adopting the plans recom- 


mended, and will readily exert himself to ensure 





HCCe 





at the same time, he think. 





it right to add, as a necessary caution to prevent disappointment, that the building 





Pisé requires some experience on the part of those who may he employed 





s the opera- 
tive builders. 





Bays, Printer, 1S, Dake-steeet, Lincols 
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SCHOOL. 


Cost L6. 
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